Preface
The idea to write a book about early modern exile first emerged when I emigrated from the Netherlands in 2005. In the following years, academic positions and visiting fellowships in the United Kingdom, Belgium and Germany enabled me to develop my ideas in stimulating international environments. In Cambridge in 2008/9 I was fortunate to teach a course on early modern refugees, which encouraged me to pursue a comparative approach to the topic. I eventually completed the book at Corpus Christi College, Oxford and I thank my colleagues there for their support. Living and working in different countries has been a real privilege, which has also made me more alert to the effects of migration and globalisation in our modern society. Hence, this book is about the experience of exile in a bygone age, but it is also informed by the thoughts and experiences of a travelling academic in the twenty-first century.
I am grateful to colleagues and institutions on both sides of the Atlantic for their support over the years. Special thanks go to the Netherlands Organisation for Scientific Research (NWO) for awarding me a postdoctoral Veni grant in 2007. Additional funding was provided by the History Faculty at Cambridge, the British Academy, the History Faculty at Oxford and Corpus Christi College, Oxford. Alastair Duke kindly commented on an earlier, draft version of the book and shared his English translations of the diary of Wouter Jacobsz. Judith Pollmann has been a source of inspiration from the start. I should also like to thank Erik Aerts, Marten Jan Bok, Anne 
Grave (1586) Megen ( 
Sluiss ( 
